
  

 

Immanuel United Church of Christ 

Ferguson, Missouri 

December 4, 2022 

 
 

Order of Worship 

  

Second Sunday of Advent 

9:30 a.m. 

  

All hymns are from the Chalice Hymnal 
* Please stand if you are able 

_______________________________________ 

 
GATHERING MUSIC   

  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 



PRELUDE                                                                    Cathy Crooms 

                                                                                           
*RINGING OF THE BELL and CHIMES 

                       
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                           Kimberly McKenzie 

  
A shoot soon comes from Jesse’s stump, and a branch shall spring from 
roots. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! All God’s children. Let all the people give God praise. 

A leader soon comes who will lift the poor with righteousness around his 
waist. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! All God’s children. Let all the people give God praise. 

A child soon comes from an innocent place with wisdom and might and 
he’ll lead the way. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! All God’s children. Let all the people give God praise. 

  
*HYMN                      “Come, O Long-Expected Jesus”                  #125 

  
*INVOCATION  
  
God of the waiting wanderers in the wilderness, we enter this 
moment of worship expecting that when we leave this hour of 
prayer, we will be full of the courage needed to stand as a signal. 
We come to the mountain to feel closer to your presence, O God. 
May the mountains yield prosperity for your people. May 
righteousness flourish and peace abound. You, alone, are the God 
who does wondrous things. May your glory fill this place as we 
worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen. 
  
*GLORIA PATRI 
Glory Be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen, Amen. 
  
*ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  
  
Our homes and our world are under siege with information, television 
and telemarketing, blogs and texting. So much information often bearing 
too little wisdom. Angry voices compelling hate, quite voices counseling 
complacency, mechanical voices offering “deal”—too much information! 
Too little wisdom! 



Confusion surrounds us; Truths gets lost.  
We call out in our confusion: 
Where is your Wisdom, O God? Where is the word that leads to 
life? 

We remind ourselves of our ancient story: John, Zachariah’s son, out in 
the desert at the time, received a message from God. He went all 
through the country around the Jordan River preaching a baptism of life-
change leading to forgiveness of sins, as described in the words of 
Isaiah the prophet: “Prepare God’s arrival! Make God’s Road smooth 
and straight. 
Let us light this candle, the second candle of Advent, a candle of 
Peace.  
Let it shine in our hearts all week and remind us to enter times of quiet 
and peace in order to listen, through the noise of our lives, for the call to 
prepare for the Holy One.  
  
HYMN                               “One Candle Is Lit”                      #128 (vs. 2) 

Come quickly, shalom, teach us how to prepare 

for a gift that compels us with justice to care. 
Our spirits are restless till sin and war cease. 
One candle is lit for the reign of God’s peace. 

  
READINGS OF ROMANS 15:4-13  
4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 
so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we 
might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 
Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Welcome one another, therefore, just 
as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that 
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised-on behalf of the truth of 
God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the 
ancestors 9 and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles and sing 
praises to your name”; 10 and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with 
his people”; 11 and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all 
the peoples praise him”; 12 and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse 
shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles; in him the gentiles 
shall hope.” 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 



SPECIAL MUSIC            “The First Christmas March”      John O’Reilly 

Violin, Maddie Moore, Kenzie Moore, Melissa Lawrence 

Cello, Claire Lawrence 

   
READINGS OF MATTHEW 3:1-12 

  
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
make his paths straight.’ ” 4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with 
a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the 
Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the 
River Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 
wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for 
I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore, 
every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is 
coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and 
will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 
  
PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE 

  
We gather in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying for 
peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love.  
God, we admit that we do not always stand as a signal for your 
righteousness. In the hustle and bustle of our lives, we have left little 
room to witness—to be your hands and feet in a world that needs us 
now more than ever. In the warm belly of comfort, many of us have 
relaxed in the layers of our privilege, 
not attending to the needs of the least of these. Forgive us, O God.  
Give us the courage to stand tall, to follow in the footsteps of the 
one who came to secure justice for the poor, bring equity to the 



meek, and condemn the wicked with his lips. And on that day, we 
shall stand as a signal to the people. 
  
ASSURANCE OF GRACE  
  
Beloved, know that God’s grace and mercy abound, and in God and 
Christ, we are forgiven. Let us live into this gift. Amen. 

  
HYMN                          “I’ve Got Peace Like a River”                     #530 

                                    
SERMON                   “Something Greater                     Pastor Deon A. 

                                            is Coming”                                   McKenzie 

  
PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER 

  
COMMUNION HYMN           “Break Thou the Bread of Life”          #321 

  
SACRAMENTS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(We invite all who profess Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior to partake of the Holy 
Communion. For those who prefer, grape juice is used in the center ring of each tray) 
  

Invitation 

This table is open to all who confess Jesus as the Christ and seek to 
follow Christ’s way. Come to this sacred table not because you must, 
but because you are fulfilled, but because in your emptiness you stand 
in need of God’s mercy and assurance. Come not to express an opinion, 
but to seek a presence and to pray for a spirit. Come to this table, then, 
sisters and brothers, as you are. 
  
People:  
Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, we gather at your table to know you 
in the breaking of the bread. 
  
Communion Prayer: 
Pastor:        God be with you. 
People:        And also, with you.  
Pastor:         Lift up your hearts. 
People:         We lift them to God. 
Pastor:          Let us give thanks to God, Most High. 
People:         It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  
 



Pastor:            
Holy God we praise and bless you for the creation and the gift of life and 
for your abiding love which brings us close to you, the source of all 
blessings. We thank you for revealing your will for us in the giving of the 
law and in the preaching of the prophets. We thank you especially that 
in the fullness of time you sent Jesus, born of Mary, to live in our midst, 
to share in our suffering, and to accept the pain of death at the hands of 
those whom Jesus loved. With the faithful in every place and time, we 
praise with joy your Holy Name. Amen  
  
People: 
Holy, Holy, Holy, God of love and majesty, the whole universe 
speaks of your glory, O God Most High. 
  
Words of Institution 

  
Pastor:  
We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus took 
bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to the 
disciples, saying: “This is my body which is broken for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way, Jesus also took the cup, after 
supper, saying: “This cup is the new Covenant in my blood. Do this as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
  
 BLESSING: 
  
Pastor:          
Concentrate, therefore, by your Holy Spirit, these gifts of bread and 
wine, and bless us that as we receive them at this table, we may offer 
you our faith and praise, we may be united with Christ and with one 
another, and we may continue faithful in all things. 
  
All: 
In the strength Christ gives us, we offer ourselves to you, Eternal 
God, and give thanks that you have called us to serve you. Amen.  
  
Pastor:            
Through the broken bread we participate in the body of Christ. Through 
the cup of blessing, we participate in the new life Christ gives. Come for 
all things are ready. 
  
 



SHARING THE ELEMENTS  
  
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Unison) 
We give thanks Almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your 
table by granting us the presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our 
faith, increase our love for one another, and send us forth into the 
world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy 
Spirit; through Jesus Christ Our Savior. Amen. 
  

CALL TO OFFERING 

We believe in the God of justice and righteousness, and God believes 
in us to carry forth the mission of loving and caring for community. Let 
us now share our gifts and resources so that we may continue to walk 
humbly with God and with neighbors. 
  
  
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

We dedicate these gifts that have been shared for the fortification of the 
beloved community. Let these gifts do justice in the world. Let them be 
a signal to the people that there is a God who saves, heals, and sets 
free. Amen. 
  
*HYMN                Christians All, Your Lord Is Coming”                   #136  
               
*BENEDICTION 

  
*POSTLUDE 

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
·        ALTAR FLOWERS – In loving memory of Edwin W. Schuster given by 
the Schuster Family. 
·        POINSETTIAS – Today is the deadline to order poinsettias. Look for 
insert in bulletin. 
·        YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL – Sundays, after worship, Ed. Bldg. 
·        ADULT FAITH EXPLORATION – Today, after worship, Reception Room. 



·        STEWARDSHIP – Please return your pledge cards and Enlisting in 
Ministry forms. Thank you. 
·        BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION – Tuesday, Dec. 6, 7:00pm, 
Library 

·        QUILTING – Wednesdays at 9:00 am.  
·        CHOIR REHEARSAL – Thursday, Dec. 8, 7:00pm, Reception Room 

·        ECH FOOD TOTES – Pick up empty totes in the narthex or Ed 
Bldg. Return completed totes to the narthex or Room 100. Deadline is next 
Sunday, Dec. 11. 
·        ALL CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY – Sunday, Dec. 11, 6:30pm at the 
Hildebrand’s. Please RSVP to Paula by Dec. 6. 
·        CHRISTMAS CANTATA – Sunday, Dec. 18, “Morning Star”  
·        BUDGET MEETING – Sunday, Dec 18, after worship, Reception Room, 
to approve the 2023 budget. 
·        CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES – Saturday, Dec. 24 at 1:30pm and 
8:00pm (candlelight service). Holy Communion at both services. 
·        CHRISTMAS DAY – Normal Sunday worship, 9:30am.  
·        ATTENDANCE - Please sign and note your attendance in the black 
folder located in each pew, towards the center aisle. 

  
 


